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Population:  244 (2000 census)
Mayor:  Carol Ash
Council Members: John Burns, Mary Bloom, Kelly Cronk & Belinda Witt 
Town Clerk:  Karen Guidice
Phone:  307.422.3493
Fax:  307.422.3366			
248 2nd Street						
Chugwater, Wyoming
82210
Website:  townofchugwater@yahoo.com

Location:
Chugwater, Wyoming is located in southeastern Wyoming on the high plains of southern Platte County.  Chugwater is located in a beautiful valley surrounded by buttes Flats, a large relatively flat valley surrounded by mountains, hills, and buttes.  Interstate highway 25 makes a gentle curve around the picturesque community, and this highway connects Chugwater to important hubs such as Casper and Cheyenne, Wyoming and Denver, Colorado.    Approximate distances to major destinations are shown below.

From Wheatland to:
Cheyenne, WY		  45 miles
Casper, WY		           134 miles
Laramie, WY		  77 miles
Denver, CO			  92 miles
Salt Lake City, UT		430 miles
Yellowstone Nat. Park	411 miles
Grand Teton Nat. Park	388 miles
Devils Tower Nat. Mon.	255 miles
Ft. Laramie N.H.S		  70 miles
Mt. Rushmore Nat. Park	227 miles


History:
Chugwater has a long, colorful history dating back to the mid 1800’s when cattle were trailed from points south and wintered in this area.  The next spring the cattle had not only survived but they had flourished, and soon thousands of head of cattle were brought in to feed on the sturdy, nutritious grasses found on the high plains of southeastern Wyoming.  
In 1883 the Swan Land and Cattle Company was formed, and soon over 3 million acres and 100,000 cattle were a part of this “empire.”  The 2 Bar horse, Steamboat lived here and became famous as “the horse that could not be broken.”  Steamboat is believed to be the model for the horse shown on Wyoming’s unique license plates.  
The Cheyenne-Deadwood stage route also passed through this important stage station, and stage coaches carrying millions of dollars of gold from the mines in the Black Hills of South Dakota once passed through this area. 

Infrastructure:
Chugwater was at one time the service center for many homesteads located on the Iowa, Chugwater and Slater Flats to the east and north of town.  Chugwater became as important as a farming community as it had once been as a cattle ranching community.  Farms grew larger as it took more and more acres to make a living on the semi-arid prairies, and machinery did more of the work.  Today the grain elevators along the railroad tracks stand as a reminder of a time when wheat was king here.  Today Chugwater’s businesses cater to the tourists and travelers that ply north and south on I 25.  Chugwater has restaurants, a motel, a service station and other highway businesses as well as businesses for the local residents.  Chugwater also is home to one of the rest areas that make travelling in Wyoming much easier.

Recreation:
Chugwater can’t boast any nearby state or national parks, forests or recreation areas that attract so many travelers to Wyoming every summer.  However, Chugwater does host one of the largest and most famous of Wyoming’s many festivals…the Chugwater Chili Cook-off.  This amazing event is held annually on the Saturday before Father’s Day.

Transportation:
Chugwater is served by Interstate Highway 25, the only north-south interstate in Wyoming.  Cheyenne is a quick 45 minute drive south and Wheatland is less than a half hour to the north.  State Highway 313 provides a scenic drive to Goshen county to the east.  Just 31 miles to the east, Wyoming 313 connects with U.S. 85.  From there it is a quick drive to Torrington to the north and Cheyenne to the south.
  	
Climate:  
Chugwater can be called the “Mile High City” of Wyoming, and, indeed, its elevation is 5,288 feet above sea level.  That elevation makes for comfortable summer days and cool evenings and rather chilly winters that last from December until March.  Winds are steady and can be brisk, but the development of a healthy wind generation industry here makes that wind a welcome resource.  The average annual snowfall for the county is about 25 inches, while annual rainfall averages about 14 inches.  Residents experience over 230 sunny days per year and are blessed with a comfort index of 70, compared to 44 nationally, making Chugwater a splendid place to live for those who must work in Cheyenne but don’t care for city living.

Major Employers:
Wheatland is home to many small retail, wholesale, commercial and industrial businesses.  We have listed the largest of those below.  Not all of the businesses below are actually located in the town limits.  For information on job opportunities with these and other companies, please email or call Platte County Economic Development at 307.322.4232 or contact the Wyoming Workforce Center in Wheatland by calling 307.322.4741 or you can go to www.wyomingworkforce.org for more information.
The major employers in the Wheatland area are listed below.

 (
Missouri Basin Power Project
Wheatland
Power Plant
Platte County School District #1
Chugwater
Education
Platte County Memorial Hospital
Wheatland
Medical
Britz & Company
Wheatland
Cage fabrication    
Platte County
Wheatland
County Government
Town of Wheatland
Wheatland
Municipal Government 
Wyoming Premium Farms
Wheatland
Hog Farm Operation
  JO Enterprises
Wheatland
Convenience Stores
)
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