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Population:  3,548 (2000 census)
Area:  4.2 square miles
Mayor:  Dean Hensel
Council Members:  Bob Shoemaker, Alan Madsen, Jason Evans, Sue Schluss
Town Clerk:  Cindy Kahler
Phone:  307.322.2962
Fax:  307.322.2968				
600 9th Street						
Wheatland, Wyoming
82201
Website:  www.wheatlandtown.com

Location:
Wheatland, the county seat of Platte County, is located in southeastern Wyoming on the western edge of the Great Plains.  Wheatland sits in the center of the Wheatland Flats, a large relatively flat valley surrounded by mountains, hills, and buttes.  Wheatland is bisected by Interstate 25, the only north-south interstate in Wyoming.    Approximate distances to major destinations are shown below.

From Wheatland to:
Cheyenne, WY		  70 miles
Casper, WY		           109 miles
Laramie, WY		  77 miles
Denver, CO			170 miles
Salt Lake City, UT		430 miles
Yellowstone Nat. Park	386 miles
Grand Teton Nat. Park	363 miles
Devils Tower Nat. Mon.	230 miles
Ft. Laramie N.H.S		  45 miles
Mt. Rushmore Nat. Park	227 miles


History:
Wheatland, the largest community in Platte County, was established in 1905 when a large, privately owned and financed irrigation project got underway bringing water from the mountains down to this semi-arid prairie.  The project was extremely successful, and today thousands of acres of irrigated farmland surround the town.  It was home to many colorful characters, but none more so than Steamboat, perhaps the best bucking horse of all time, and was likely the model for the Wyoming state license plates.  

Infrastructure:
Wheatland is the trade center for Platte County and the surrounding farm and ranch lands, but it is also home to a new hospital, several clinics, a public library, a museum, a thriving  art community and a great school system. The Town of Wheatland provides electrical, water, and sanitation services at a reasonable cost.  They also maintain a landfill and recycling center 3 miles southeast of town.  Natural gas is provided by Source Gas to most residents living in the town’s limits.  Platte County School District #1 has a high school, middle school and two elementary schools in the town of Wheatland.

Recreation:
From Wheatland it is roughly a half an hour to 3 lakes, 2 state parks and the Laramie Mountain Range.  These are the playgrounds for not only its residents but for thousands of outdoor enthusiasts from all over the region, especially in the summer.   Guernsey State Park and Glendo State Park offer a myriad of outdoor activities for the summer tourist.  These are parks that are based on water activities, so bring a boat, your fishing rod, and your swimming attire.  Grayrocks Reservoir, just a 15 minute drive east of Wheatland is rebounding nicely from a nine-year drought which caused low levels on the lake preventing most boats from getting on the lake.  That situation is getting much better with above average rain and snowfall the last 2 years.  The Laramie Mountains and Medicine Bow National Forest offer opportunities for camping, hiking, climbing, hunting, and wildlife watching.

Transportation:
Wheatland is served by Interstate Highway 25, the only north-south interstate in Wyoming. Just 14 miles to the north U.S. 26 runs east to Guernsey, Torrington and into western Nebraska.  Six miles south on I-25, Wyoming 34 goes southwest to Bosler Junction, providing access to U.S. 30 and Interstate 80, 

Climate:  
Wheatland is blessed with warm, sunny summers averaging in the low 80’s and winters that are cold and generally dry.  The average annual snowfall for the county is about 25 inches, while annual rainfall averages about 14 inches.  Residents experience over 230 sunny days per year and are blessed with a comfort index of 70, compared to 44 nationally, making it a great place to take up roots.

Major Employers:
Wheatland is home to many small retail, wholesale, commercial and industrial businesses.  We have listed the largest of those below.  Not all of the businesses below are actually located in the town limits.  For information on job opportunities with these and other companies, please email or call Platte County Economic Development at 307.322.4232 or contact the Wyoming Workforce Center in Wheatland by calling 307.322.4741 or you can go to www.wyomingworkforce.org for more information.
The major employers in the county are listed below.
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Missouri Basin Power Project
Wheatland
Power Plant
Platte County School District #1
Wheatland
Education
Platte County Memorial Hospital
Wheatland
Medical
Britz & Company
Wheatland
Cage fabrication    
Platte County
Wheatland
County Government
Town of Wheatland
Wheatland
Municipal Government 
Wyoming Premium Farms
Wheatland
Hog Farm Operation
  JO Enterprises
Wheatland
Convenience Stores
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