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PLATTE COUNTY

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Building the Wyoming We Want/High Plains Initiative

For the past 3 years, Governor Freudenthal has been advocating for a program that would al-

low different regions of Wyoming to work together to plan and implement policies that put local

citizens in charge of the development that occurs locally rather than the other way around. In

2008 and 2009 Building the Wyoming We Want (BW3) conferences were held in Casper that

drew large numbers of people interested in becoming involved in developing this concept.

Then, in 2009 the Governor announced that he and the BW3 board were looking for groups to

step forward and apply to be part of a demonstration project that would be used as a proto-

type for future projects around the state. At a meeting in Cheyenne in the summer of 2009
representatives from Goshen and Platte counties met with the BW3 board and gave their rea-

sons for wanting to be a part of that pilot project. Several other projects from around the

state were also considered, but after serious consideration the BW3 board and the Governor
selected Platte and Goshen counties be the first project. County and economic development
P representatives immediately got to work. After
establishing that support personnel were in
place the selection process for a Steering Com-
mittee that would be comprised of approxi-
mately six governmental representatives from
each county and an additional ten representa-
tives from each county who would be selected
from the private sector got underway.

Platte County residents were eager to partici-
pate in the process, and within a couple of
weeks the Platte County portion of that commit-
tee was in place. The first Steering Committee
meeting was held in Wheatland on January 26
when only county and municipal representa-
(see page 6)

One of the many incredible views we have in Platte Count)}lveS had been selected.
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but 1 d&m quite sure that webve just emerged from on
mildest winters in memory. Now, having said that, | would also JeﬁF?rrsotWSr:aSe ggﬁ'krma”

say that the ice on Wheatland #1 stayed on longer than any

year | can recall as well. Not claiming to be a meteorologist, | Mona Sherard & Vice Chairperson

still have a huge interest in day -to-day weather and year -to- Sherard Realty
year climate trends. Everyone | talk to agrees that we had sig-
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snowfall amounts yet, but until weobre wel nto Ju
think itdos safe to rule out signifi cahucltRuwsrtna)Mea’aSlaetl e
thereds the temperature dil emma. On bagnge Pagkaipios | r o
to work less than in past years, but | also cooked out on the
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grill several times in January and February; something that is Premier Title Company
normally avoided in this country. | think that Mother Nature
was more fieven keeledo about things thTesyStgessarr and
those incredible fimood swingso we s oflalsfoynaGemmsponsr o p
the Laramie Range. With fewer Chinook winds we had fewer Cindy Kahler
situations where the thermometer would read 25 degrees below Town of Wheatland

zero on Monday, and, after a night of 70 mph winds, it would

read 45 degrees above zero the next mor @ickif®& and 4
shingles would be missing from the roof to boot. Giineeila

The analogy 16d like to make is that IThg{:Stﬁ‘sgﬁhlﬂ I
has been a bit like our weather. The economy has been rela- S
tively calm, perhaps a bit cool, and we@GnWa®Qranj USt st

some fiwinds of changeodo that have b e eVpominmWeskisrde Beyicesf o r
Now, with spring coming, we have buds on the trees, new
blades of brilliant green grass shooting up from the moist soil,
and the first spring plants are poking their tender leaves and
fl owers through | ast yeard6s growth. Ou eitlGesc al ec o
beginning to show early signs of spring . (Continued on page 7) Platte Valley Bank
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Mission Statement
Platte County Economic Develop-
ment Corporation promotes and
facilitates business and industry
endeavors for current and future
generations
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